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2017 Epiphany 3A, January 22 & 23 

TEXT:  Matthew 4:12-23 
THEME:  JESUS IS THE LIGHT 

1. Some Prefer No Light 
2. The Light Displays His True Colors 

 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 
among the people (Matthew 4:23). 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
SOME PREFER NO LIGHT 
 
My usually upbeat neighbor was noticeably shaken.  The pain he sensed in 
his body had been diagnosed as cancer.  And to top it all off, he had a type of 
cancer he despised having to admit to others—he had breast cancer.  As he 
spoke, his eyes watered, his teeth were clenched, and his mind was spinning 
at the thought of upcoming treatments.  Clearly his soul was in anguish.  Even 
though I had tried to share my faith with him previously, to no success, this 
was a conversation where Jesus our Savior had to be discussed.  And my 
opportunity came:  “Jim, if there is anything I can help you with during the next 
few months, you know I am right next door.  But more important, it is these 
exact situations why Jesus is so important.  Our lives on earth won’t last.  But 
with Jesus there is forgiveness and lasting hope for eternal life.” 
 
Jim’s eyes glazed over, and after an awkward silence for a few seconds, he 
changed the subject.  And with a thud, it struck me:  he preferred no light.  
Although later he did accept my gift of a Bible. 
 
Events in Jesus’ ministry sadly reveal similar scenarios.  Unbelief was so stiff 
in Nazareth that the people tried physically to put the light out by throwing 
Jesus off a cliff!  Then the light seemed to dim again when John the Baptist 
was arrested and imprisoned.  Such hostility reminds us of a timeless tragic 
truth:  SOME PREFER NO LIGHT.  They do not want their sin or human 
weakness exposed.  They conceal it.  They deny it.  They ignore it.  And in 
turn they reject God’s answer of life revealed and given in Jesus. 
 
Though some prefer the pain of a life with no Jesus and even work to stop 
him, Jesus doesn’t stop being light.  He relocates his ministry base; he keeps 
preaching to let the gospel shine.  Though some refuse to see it, he is forever 
the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. 
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THE LIGHT DISPLAYS HIS TRUE COLORS 
 
I am reminded of my first congregation, a new home mission.  During my time 
there, we built a parsonage and our first church building.  We were blessed 
with several men in the building trade.  One was a retired electrician.  We 
were sitting in his house one evening enjoying conversation.  He had been a 
very good electrician—even traveling around the United States on various 
jobs.  I teasingly asked, “What was the biggest shock you ever received?”  He 
chuckled, “Just a few very small ones.”  Then he followed it up with this 
adage:  “Pastor, there are old electricians and there are bold electricians.  But 
there are no old bold electricians.” 
 
As Jesus goes to do this work, he is the light.  He has all power because he is 
truly God.  He has full authority to enter the house of God and proclaim the will 
of God.  He can reset a bone, stop epilepsy, flush cancer from the body, give 
sight and hearing, and even raise the dead back to life.  Matthew tells us that 
Jesus went healing every disease and sickness among the people.  There 
wasn’t one instance where he shocked the community and couldn’t deal with 
it.  You won’t find any examples where individuals were burned by wasting 
their time because their problem was beyond his ability.  Instead, you see the 
Light displaying his true colors as he ministered to people.  Jesus skillfully 
cared for their frayed souls as he taught them and preached to them.  He 
turned on the lights of eternal life with God and connected their short-circuited 
faith to himself when he shared the good news of the kingdom.  He revealed 
God’s genuine love for people as his energizing message arced their souls to 
life, and his gentle touch restored health to their physical lives. 
 
The refracted light from words and actions sent a rainbow throughout the land 
of Galilee.  What a miracle!  Though Jesus hid the full glory of his radiant 
divinity, his light was very much evident even through his humanity.  For a 
man a mere 30 earthly years old, he is old—God from before time began!  
And he is bold to come into our house, address our every need, and bring us 
out of the darkness into his light. 
 
Tragically, the adage from my old electrician friend even fits for Jesus.  Later, 
people would pull the plug on the life of this old, bold light and crucify him.  But 
even that wouldn’t stop him.  Jesus’ resurrection from death revealed that God 
had inspected and approved his perfect word and work for us.  Stop looking to 
yourself for what you need.  Look to Jesus!  The true colors he displayed 
prove he is our one true light.  JESUS IS THE LIGHT.  Amen. 
 


